
 

 

 

Otay Valley River project – Area #3 

Concept Plan Development 

Wimmer Yamada and Caughey 

Meeting Minutes – 1st Public Workshop 

 

September 1, 2009 

 

Date of meeting: Thursday August 27, 2009 (7-9 pm) 

Location of meeting:  Montgomery High School Cafeteria 

Present: Chuck Tucker, Bill Saumier, Charles Marchesano - San Diego County 

Parks and Recreation (DPR) 

 Greg Cox - County of San Diego Supervisor 

Pat Caughey, Chris Langdon, Vandita Mudgal – Wimmer Yamada and        

Caughey (WYAC) 

 Mike Matalon – Matalon Architecture (MA) 

 Tricia McColl – David Evans and Associates (DEA) 

 Erich Lathers – BRG Consulting 

 John Willet – CAC Chair 

 Workshop Attendance Sign In sheet attached 

 

Next meeting: Fall 2009 (exact date and location TBD) 

 

 

7:10 pm  

 

1. Introduction by County Supervisor Greg Cox 

a) Project introduction and description 
b) Introduction of Community Advisory Committee 

c) Introduction of Management and Consultant Team 

 

 

2. Project Overview – Bill Saumier - County of San Diego DPR 

• Project Overview 

• Review of Project Schedule 

• Introduction of Pat Caughey – WYAC 

 

 

3. Workshop Introduction – Pat Caughey - WYAC 

• Introduction of design team 

• Review of workshop format and goals 

• Introduction of Chris Langdon - WYAC 

 

 

4. Powerpoint Presentation – Chris Langdon - WYAC 

• Project location and site analysis 



 

 

• Project photo inventory 

• Project site history 

• Hands over presentation to Pat Caughey – WYAC 

 

 

5. Start Public Workshop – Pat Caughey - WYAC 

• Follow-up on project schedule 

• Overview of questionnaires 

• Divides the workshop attendees into four working groups and initiates 

workshop discussions amongst groups with management and consultant 

team oversight 

• Question raised from meeting attendee and resident adjacent to park site:  

Who will be responsible for security within the new park and ensure park 

improvements are not damaged or destroyed? 

• Supervisor Cox response:  Ranger station on Beyer Blvd. is approximately 

150 yards from project site.  New improvements and increased public use 

within the park generally leads to less vandalism.  The County will 

continue to coordinate with City of San Diego Police Department.  

Increased volunteer programs within the park will also help reduce illegal 

activity 

• Pat Caughey added that community adoption and stewardship of the new 

park is critical    

 

7:40 – 8:30 pm 

 

6. Workshop – Group Discussions 

• Four working groups began discussions of park improvement opportunities 

and desired amenities 

• Design team and management team circulated amongst groups to answer 

questions and provide input when asked. 

• Generally, discussions leaned more toward passive use and education 

improvements as opposed to structured, active recreation improvements 

• Groups expressed general concern for environment and educational 

opportunities for children 

 

8:30 pm 

 

7. Conclusion of Group Discussions and Summary of Findings 

• Pat Caughey lead discussion to solicit ideas and input generated from each 

of the four work groups. 

Group #1 

 

Is active recreation the best use for the park? 

Passive use may be more appropriate. 

 

 

 



 

 

Group #2 

 

Native oriented improvements 

Amphitheater 

Interpretive programs 

Nature tactile course; ie ‘Touch me’  ‘Smell me’  ‘Don’t touch’ 

Natural mini golf 

Buffers between trails and natural areas 

Group pavilions 

 

Group #3 

 

Open space 

No ball parks 

Nature 

Open turf 

Community Garden 

Amphitheater 

Tell a story – History; Native Americans to settlers 

Interpretive trails (similar to San Diego Zoo’s new Elephant Odyssey) 

 

Group #4 

 

Enhanced pedestrian access 

Playgrounds 

Education – Horticulture/Agriculture 

Restoration 

Sensitivity to parking 

Access is a concern – could dictate design 

No sports lighting 

 

Closing General Comments and Input 

 

Restore river valley 

Trails / signage 

Interpretive Uses 

Parking 

No parking on Palm Ave. 

Wildlife connectivity – Keep the link in the chain 

Children / interpretive uses / social values 

Camping / scouting activities 

Cycle multiple uses: ie Frisbee, bocce, crouquet 

Restrict use of alcohol 

Fire abatement / mitigation 
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