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1.0 Introduction 
 
Lakeside Linkage Open Space Preserve (Preserve) consists of approximately 134 acres 
located in the hills just north of the City of El Cajon and west of Lake Jennings 
Reservoir, in southwestern San Diego County, California.  The Preserve is comprised of 
the following three non-contiguous properties: (1) western property, 46 acres located 
west of Los Coches Road between Calle Lucia Terrace on the south and a Private Drive 
south of Rock Crest Lane on the north; (2) central property, 77 acres  located east of Los 
Coches Road between Ha-Hana Road on the south and extending slightly north of Casa 
Vista Road on the north; and (3) eastern property, 11 acres located approximately one 
block northwest of the junction of Lakeview and East Lakeview Roads, for a total of 134 
acres. 
 
Beginning in 1948, parcels within the Preserve were acquired by the County.  In 1994, 
the Whitaker parcel (APN 394-330-19) located on the central property was donated to the 
County to be reserved in perpetuity as a park.  From 1999-2000 the remaining parcels of 
what is now considered the Preserve (western, central, and eastern properties) were 
acquired as part of the South County Multiple Species Conservation Program (MSCP).  
In 2003 a parcel located adjacent to Los Coches Road (central property) originally 
acquired in 1932 by the Department of Public Works was transferred to the Department 
of Parks and Recreation to be included in the Preserve.    
 
1.1. Purpose of Management Plan 
 
The Area Specific Management Directives (ASMDs) has been prepared as a guidance 
document to preserve and manage the biological and cultural resources within the 
Preserve while balancing the need to provide appropriate passive recreational 
opportunities.  It is the goal of the County of San Diego Department of Parks and 
Recreation (DPR) to promote natural and cultural resource management strategies that 
ensure environmental preservation, quality of life, and economic development.  
Enhancing the quality of life for San Diego County residents requires a balance between 
the responsibility to preserve biological and cultural resources with our obligation to meet 
the residents varying recreational needs. 

1.2. Implementation 
 
1.2.1 Responsible Parties/Designation of Manager 
 
The County of San Diego is the owner of the Preserve and the DPR District Park 
Manager assigned to the Preserve is the habitat manager.  The Preserve is located in the 
management district of one senior park ranger, one park ranger, and four seasonals. 



Lakeside Linkage Open Space Preserve  Final Area Specific Management Directives 

June 2008 2

 
2.0 Property Description 
 
2.1 Legal Description 
 
The Preserve property is located in the hills just north of the City of El Cajon and west of 
Lake Jennings Reservoir, along both sides of Los Coches Road between State Route 67 
and Interstate 8, within and adjacent to the communities of Lakeside, Lakeview, and 
Winter Gardens, in southwestern San Diego County, California  (Figure 1).  On the 
USGS 7.5’ El Cajon Quadrangle, the Preserve properties lie within an unsectioned 
portion of the southwest one-quarter of Township 15 South, Range 1 East (Figure 2).  
The Assessor’s Parcel Numbers for the Preserve are 394-330-19; 394-430-01; 394-460-
26; 394-470-16; 394-470-18; 394-470-19; 394-470-20; 395-151-08; 397-020-56; 397-
020-57; 397-030-14; 397-030-29; 397-030-43; 397-030-44; 397-030-45; 397-060-66; 
397-060-82; 397-061-11; and 397-150-05. 
 
2.2 Geographical Setting 
 
The natural setting within the project area is characterized by steep coastal foothills with 
ridgelines separated by numerous small canyons, ravines, and drainages.  Specifically, 
the two largest of the three Preserve properties, the western and central properties, lie on 
the western and eastern sides of Los Coches Creek.  The third property lies immediately 
to the east of these properties (Figure 2).  Los Coches Creek enters the San Diego River 
just north of the Preserve area.  Elevations in the Preserve areas range between 
approximately 259 m (850 feet) above mean sea level (AMSL) along the northern edge of 
the easternmost property, and approximately 140 m (460 feet) AMSL adjacent to Los 
Coches Creek in the southwest corner of the central property.  The closest sources of 
fresh water are Los Coches Creek and the San Diego River. 
 
2.3 Relationship to the MSCP 
 
The MSCP is a cooperative habitat program that encompasses 582,000 acres and 
establishes a 172,000-acre preserve system in southwestern San Diego County.  The 
MSCP covers 85 plant and animal species and 23 vegetation communities.  Agencies 
participating in the MSCP include the County, other local jurisdictions, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG).  
Local jurisdictions and special districts implement their respective portions of the MSCP 
Plan through Subarea plans, which describe specific implementing mechanisms for the 
MSCP.  The combination of the subregional MSCP Plan and Subarea plans serve as a 
Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) pursuant to Section 10(a)(1)(B) of the 
Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA), the Natural Community Conservation Planning 
(NCCP) Program pursuant to the California NCCP Act of 1991 and the California 
Endangered Species Act (CESA).   The Preserve is fully owned and operated by the 
County and is included under the County of San Diego MSCP.
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MSCP Section 6.3.1 and Implementing Agreement Section 10.10 required the County to 
prepare a Framework Management Plan for the portion of the MSCP Preserve within the 
County’s Subarea.  The document was submitted to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) and California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG; collectively, “Wildlife 
Agencies”) on August 31, 2001.  The County is responsible for management of the 
County-owned lands committed to the Preserve, meeting the conditions of coverage, and 
biological monitoring. 
 
The Framework Management Plan incorporates a requirement for the subsequent 
preparation and implementation of ASMDs.  These directives are required to be 
developed following baseline surveys, using generally accepted practices and procedures 
for management of biological Preserves, and in compliance with the criteria established 
by the Framework Management Plan.  They are intended to be specific management 
actions that are appropriate for the habitats and species found in a local area and take into 
account the particular circumstances of the given area.  In addition to addressing the 
general directives of the Framework Management Plan and species-specific management 
requirements of MSCP Table 3-5, ASMDs are required to address fuel management 
activities. 
 
Planned infrastructure projects within the Preserve will be analyzed under the California 
Environmental Quality Act. 
 
The Preserve is essential to the South County MSCP because the three properties 
function as a corridor linkage for coastal California gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica 
californica) from conserved lands to the south of I-8 (Crestridge Conservation Bank) to 
conserved lands to the northeast (lands around El Capitan Reservoir) (Figure 3).  
Crestridge Conservation Bank is located south of the Preserve across Interstate 8 (I-8).  
This property supports significant stands of coastal sage scrub, southern mixed chaparral, 
and oak woodland habitat and represents a regionally important habitat linkage between 
the Crest/El Cajon areas south of I-8.  El Capitan Preserve located northeast of the 
Preserve and west of El Capitan Reserve consists of mixed chaparral, oak woodland, and 
coastal sage scrub and connects to the U.S. Forest Service land east of the MSCP area. 
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2.4 Site Access 
 
The western property of the Preserve can be accessed from Calle Lucia Terrace and 
Sherann Drive.  Access to the central property is gained from Ha-Hana Road on the 
southern boundary and Castle Court Drive on the north.  The eastern property is accessed 
by crossing an adjacent privately owned open space area at the east end of Morning 
Glory Drive. 
 
2.5 Property Boundaries and Adjacent Lands 
 
The three properties of the Preserve are mainly bounded by residential development.  
There is privately owned open space to the north of the eastern property.  Los Coches 
Reservoir owned by Padre Dam Municipal Water District (Padre Dam MWD) is located 
adjacent to the western boundary of the western property.  As stated in deed number 
1982-204606, Padre Dam MWD was granted a 30-foot pipeline easement from the 
reservoir east across the western property to Los Coches Road.  Operations and 
management of the pipeline including repair and replacement may take place within this 
easement.      
 
2.6 Geology and Soils 
 
The western and central Preserve properties are situated atop the southern California 
batholith consisting of Cretaceous granitic rocks.  These rocks form the majority element 
of this massive feature that underlies roughly two-fifths of San Diego County.  In the 
project area, this exposed granitic bedrock is comprised of either the Woodson Mountain 
Granodiorite or the Green Valley Tonalite Formations, which consist principally of 
granodiorite, tonalite (quartz diorite), and minor occurrences of granite (Strand 1962).  
Between these two properties is the Los Coches Creek valley, which contains a narrow 
band of late Quaternary alluvium.  The smaller eastern property lies in an area containing 
bedrock consisting of undifferentiated Pre-Cretaceous metamorphic rocks (Strand 1962). 
 
Within the Preserve, two general soil associations are represented: the Fallbrook-Vista 
association and the Friant-Escondido association.  The Fallbrook-Vista association exists 
in rocky areas and consists of excessively drained to moderately well drained, gently 
sloping to very steep sandy loams to silt loams on uplands in foothill areas with 9 to 30 
percent slopes.  The Friant-Escondido association exists in eroded areas and consists of 
well drained, fine sandy loams and very fine sandy loams over metasedimentary rock, 
with 30 to 70 percent slopes (USDA 1973).  Within these associations, a number of 
specific soil types are present.  The physical and chemical decomposition of the granitic 
rocks in the area has produced mainly two soil types, Vista and Cieneba.   
 
Vista soils, consisting of coarse sandy or rocky coarse loams ranging from 15 to 65 
percent slopes, are present in the northern area of the central property and in the southern 
margins of the western property.  Cieneba soils, consisting of very rocky coarse sandy 
loam with 30 to 75 percent slopes, are present in the central property and coarse sandy 
loam with 5 to 15 percent slopes occur in the southwestern area of the western property.  
Along the Los Coches Creek Valley, Grangeville fine sandy loam is present in areas of 0 
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to 2 percent slopes and Tujunga sand occurs in areas of 0 to 5 percent slopes.  In the 
central property, in a transitional area between the granitic bedrock and the creek 
sediments, Fallbrook soils are present, consisting of sandy loam with 15 to 30 percent 
slopes.  The eastern property is underlain principally by metamorphic bedrock.  Here, 
Friant soils are present, consisting of rocky fine sandy loam with 30 to 70 percent slopes 
(USDA 1973, Figure 4). 

2.7 Climate 
 
A semi-permanent, Pacific high-pressure cell, located over the Pacific Ocean, dominates 
San Diego County’s climate.  This cell drives the dominant on-shore circulation, 
maintaining clear skies for much of the year.  Summers in the Preserve area are typically 
warm and dry, while winters are mild with occasional rain (USDA 1973). 
  
The Western Regional Climate Center, a collaborative project of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Agency and the Desert Research Institute, maintains a climatic station 
in El Cajon – the closest such station to the Preserve.  Data collected at the station 
indicate that the area experiences a normal mean temperature of approximately 65 
degrees Fahrenheit, with a mean maximum temperature of 77.8 and a mean minimum of 
52.4.  The normal mean precipitation is approximately 12.2 inches.  The El Cajon area 
tends to experience more sunshine than the coastal regions of southern California due to 
its inland location. 
 
A predominant feature of the local climate is the sea-breeze/land-breeze cycle.  During 
the daytime, particularly in the summer, on-shore winds move inland with speeds of 
approximately seven to ten miles per hour (mph).  Easterly land breezes of approximately 
two to four mph often occur at night.  Surrounding rugged terrain, which induces 
turbulence into the airflow, modifies the influence of this cycle.  In addition, this cycle is 
periodically affected by land airflow that dominates weather patterns.  The most widely 
recognized of these are the Santa Ana conditions, during which strong, hot, dry easterly 
winds prevail for two or three-day periods. 
 
2.8 Hydrology 
 
The Preserve properties are situated within the San Diego River Watershed area. 
Designated beneficial uses for the San Diego River and its tributaries include municipal 
and domestic supply, agricultural supply, industrial service supply, industrial process 
supply, contact and non-contact water recreation, warm freshwater habitat, cold 
freshwater habitat, wildlife habitat, and rare, threatened, or endangered species 
(California Regional Water Quality Control Board San Diego Region 2003). 
 
No blue-line streams occur on any of the three properties.  Although surface water flows 
likely are conveyed off of the western and central properties into Los Coches Creek.  
Water within Los Coches Creek eventually flows into the San Diego River.
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2.9 Trails 
Approximately four miles of informal pathways occur within the Preserve (Figure 5).  
These informal pathways have been formed by unauthorized motorized and non-
motorized use.  An interim multi-use trail (e.g. hiking, horseback riding, and mountain 
biking) has been opened on the central property.  Once appropriate management 
decisions and actions have been completed, a permanent trail system will be opened on 
all three properties. 
 
2.10 Fencing and Gates 
In 2007 DPR received TransNet Environmental Mitigation Program funding from the 
San Diego Association of Governments to improve the habitat of the Preserve by 
reducing unauthorized access and dumping of refuse.  The project included installing 
fencing and equestrian/pedestrian gates, placement of boulders, debris removal, and 
placement of informational signage on the Preserve as described below. 
 

To discourage unauthorized access and dumping of refuse, a concrete split-rail fence was 
installed along the eastern side of the central property adjacent to Manajo Road (Figure 
6).  In addition, two equestrian/pedestrian gates were installed on the central property in 
association with the fencing.  One gate is located on the eastern boundary adjacent to 
Manajo Road and the second gate is located on the western boundary at the end of West 
Rim Road (237 linear feet of split-rail fencing is associated with this gate).  These gates 
are designed to allow multi-use trail access to the Preserve while deterring access to 
unauthorized motorized vehicles.    
 
Fencing was installed along Ha-Hana Road on the southern boundary of the central 
property to discourage unauthorized access.  However, it was determined that due to the 
potential hazard of fence material entering the passenger compartment of a vehicle, 
should a vehicle strike the fence, the fence was removed.  When an appropriate location 
is determined along the southern border of the central property, a new fence or other 
access control structure will be installed (the ASMD will be updated with this 
information).  In addition, to hinder unauthorized access from Ha-Hana Road a gate is 
located on the southeastern portion of the central property adjacent to the road. 
 
Fencing was also installed along the western boundary of the western property adjacent 
to Sherann Drive (Figure 6) to prevent unauthorized access.  Where it was impractical for 
fencing, boulders were placed to prevent access.   
 

2.11 Fire Cycle 
The Preserve properties are dominated by coastal sage scrub vegetation, which is 
naturally maintained by infrequent fires. If the natural fire cycle is suppressed, the coastal 
sage scrub can become senescent, declining in both health and diversity. If the fire 
frequency is increased, vegetation could shift towards disturbed grassland habitats or 
opportunistic pioneering shrub communities. The fire cycles within the area are affected 
by actions within and adjacent to each Preserve property.  Surrounding development and 
brush management actions associated with urban development have altered the fire cycles 
throughout most of western San Diego County.  According to the County of San Diego 
fire burn data, a small portion of the southern end of the western property burned in 1987; 
none of the other areas has burned in recent fires (SanGIS 2008). 
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3.0 Biological Resources Description 
 
3.1 Vegetation Communities/Habitat 
 
Overall, the three Preserve properties are primarily dominated by Diegan coastal sage 
scrub plant species.  Land cover types identified in 2007 by the County (Appendix A) 
included Diegan coastal sage scrub, disturbed Diegan coastal sage scrub, disturbed 
habitat, non-native grassland, ornamentals and urban/developed lands (Figures 7a-7c; 
Table 1).  A description of the vegetation communities and the dominant plant species 
detected during the surveys are found below. 
 
Terrestrial Habitats 
 
Diegan Coastal Sage Scrub and Disturbed Diegan Coastal Sage Scrub (32500) – 
123.62 acres 
The condition of the Diegan coastal sage scrub habitat within the three properties is 
mature, composed of adult stature shrubs, but with relatively sparse distribution. Other 
areas of Diegan coastal sage scrub within the three properties are disturbed, degraded 
quality or have an unnaturally high encroachment of weed species.   
 
The dominant shrubs of this vegetation type include coast sagebrush (Artemisia 
californica), laurel sumac (Malosma laurina), and California buckwheat (Eriogonum 
fasciculatum).  Subdominant shrubs include: white sage (Salvia apiana), deerweed (Lotus 
scoparius), broom baccharis (Baccharis sarothroides), San Diego sunflower, and blue 
elderberry (Sambucus mexicana). 
 
Nonnative Grassland (42200) – 2.96 acres 
Nonnative grassland was found within the southwest corner of the central property.  
Nonnative grasslands, in many circumstances, have replaced native grasslands as a result 
of disturbance (directly anthropogenic [e.g., mechanical disturbance, grazing]).  
Approximately 2.96 acres of nonnative grasses were identified within this property. 
 
Disturbed Land (11300) – 5.4 acres 
All disturbed land areas within the western and central properties are presumed to have 
consisted formerly of Diegan coastal sage scrub.  The disturbed habitat is isolated on the 
southern portion of the western and central properties where off-highway vehicles 
(OHVs) have trespassed and left permanent erosion and trails.  In addition, portions of 
the western and central properties adjacent to residential areas have been mowed to 
maintain a fuel break where residences abut the Preserve.  These fuel breaks will remain 
for fire management purposes (Section 5.3.6, Fire Management).
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Tree-of-heaven (Ailanthus altissima) persists in a grove in the north end of the central 
property near the Whitaker residence.  The plant is considered a “moderate” alert species 
on the California Invasive Plant Council (Cal-IPC) inventory.  The plants are a part of the 
landscaping of the Whitaker residence and do not pose a serious depletion of otherwise 
natural habitat.  If the grove could serve as a vector to its further invasion of natural 
habitat it is recommended to be removed.  At this time, however, it poses no specific risk 
that should necessitate its removal.  The plant also grows on the western property in a 
drainage located on the southern border of the property, and also on the east facing slope 
near the northern border. 
 
African fountain grass (Pennisetum setaceum) was identified on the western property.  
The plant is considered a “moderate” alert species on the Cal-IPC inventory.   The plant 
occurs in a few scattered areas of the southern portion of the western property and in one 
area of disturbed soil near the ridge that is the highest point of the property. 
 
Spiny emex (Emex spinosa) is a non-native invasive weed that occurs on the edges of 
the eastern property mostly on the adjacent privately owned open space property.  The 
plant is considered a “moderate” alert species on the Cal-IPC inventory.  The plant is 
localized on a ridge located on the northern portion of the eastern property and is 
apparently extending into adjacent areas. 
 
All three Cal-IPC plants identified on the Preserve are considered “moderate” alert 
species.  A moderate alert rating on the Cal-IPC inventory signifies species that have 
substantial and apparent—but generally not severe—ecological impacts on physical 
processes, plant and animal communities, and vegetation structure.  Their reproductive 
biology and other attributes are conducive to moderate to high rates of dispersal, though 
establishment is generally dependent upon ecological disturbance. 
 
Although there are many non-native invasive herbs and grasses within the intact scrub 
vegetation on the three properties of the Preserve, most of these are of diminutive size 
and are difficult to remove or require weed removal effort to control.  These would 
include the brome grasses (Bromus spp.), yellow star thistle (Centaurea melitensis) and 
filaree (Erodium spp.). 
 
3.3 Wildlife Species 
 
3.3.1 Wildlife Species Present 
 
From March 2008 through the third week of April 2008, ICF Jones & Stokes biologists 
conducted biological surveys including two weekly pitfall array sampling surveys, one 
avian point count survey and one roosting bat survey.  The survey results were used in 
the preparation of this ASMD and this document is attached as Appendix B.  The ASMD 
will be updated when additional biological surveys are completed in October 2008. 
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The invertebrate, avian, and bat surveys will be continued through August 2008.  
Butterfly surveys are scheduled to begin May 2008 and will be focused on determining 
presence/absence of Hermes copper within the Preserve.  Other invertebrate species are 
also being documented or will be documented through direct observation, when captured 
in pitfall traps, or during other visits to the Preserve properties (e.g., avian point count 
surveys, small mammal trapping, etc.).    Mammal surveys including the small mammal 
trapping, camera stations and the focused track and sign surveys are also scheduled to 
begin in May and June 2008.  The ASMD will be updated when these survey results are 
submitted in October 2008.  
 
Butterflies 
Focused surveys for Hermes copper will occur during the months of May and June 2008.  
Other butterflies observed during the herpetological array and avian point count surveys 
performed March through April 2008 included: Sara’s orangetip (Anthocaris sara), 
Behr’s metlmark (Apedemia mormo virgulti), funereal duskywing (Erynnis funeralis), 
common white (Pontia protodice), painted lady (Vanessa annabella), and Anise 
swallowtail (Papilio zelicaon).  A complete list of all invertebrates observed to date on 
the Preserve properties is included in the Draft Baseline Biological Resources Evaluation 
(Appendix B). 
 
Amphibians 
No amphibian species have been captured thus far in the sampling period, and no 
amphibian species have been incidentally detected within the Preserve properties.  
Surveys will be continued through August 2008. 
 
Reptiles 
Seven reptile species have been captured by arrays during the March and April 2008 
sampling periods.   Captured species included western whiptail (Aspidoscelis tigris 
stejnegeri), southern alligator lizard (Elgaria multicarinata), Coronado skink (Eumeces 
skiltonianus interparietalis), western fence lizard (Sceloporus occidentalis), orange-
throated whiptail (Cnemidophorus hyperythrus), granite spiny lizard (Sceloporus orcutti), 
and side-blotched lizard (Uta stansburiana).   A complete list of herpetofauna observed 
within the Preserve during the March through April 2008 sampling period is in the Draft 
Baseline Biological Resources Evaluation (Appendix B). 
 
Birds 
Thirty bird species have been detected from March through April 2008 during the avian 
point count surveys, night-time surveys, and other biological surveys occurring within the 
Preserve properties.  Special status bird species detected included the coastal cactus wren 
(Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus) and the coastal California gnatcatcher (Polioptila 
californica californica; CAGN).  A complete list of all bird species detected within the 
Preserve properties is included in the Draft Baseline Biological Resources Evaluation 
(Appendix B). 
 
The 2008 point count stations on the western and central properties consist of the same 
locations as the previous avian surveys performed at the Preserve in 2001 (Campbell 
BioConsulting, Inc. 2002).  In 2001 biological resources surveys were performed to 
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determine CAGN management recommendations for the western and central properties 
of the Preserve as CAGN were expected to breed within the Preserve (at the time of 
surveys the eastern property had not been acquired by the County).  Spot mapping of 
CAGN were performed from March through July 2001.  Three CAGN home ranges were 
determined on the western property (Figure 8) and three to five home ranges on the 
central property (Figure 9).   
 
During the surveys five probable pairs, eight individuals, and five juveniles were 
identified on the western property.  Sixteen probable pairs, 17 individuals, three 
juveniles, one active nest, and one brood of five recent fledglings were noted on the 
central property.  In addition, it was determined that CAGN were able to effectively 
disperse across developed areas between the western and central properties.  CAGN was 
also determined to disperse from these two properties to Lake Jennings to the northeast 
and over Interstate 8 (I-8) to the south. 
 
During nesting surveys of the three properties in May 2008 three nesting territories were 
determined (Figure 10) and three CAGN pairs were identified.  Nesting surveys will be 
continued within the Preserve until the end of the 2008 breeding season.  The ASMD will 
be updated with the number of CAGN identified when surveys results are submitted to 
DPR in October 2008.    
 
Mammals 
Mammal surveys including small mammal trapping, camera stations and the focused 
track and sign surveys for the Preserve are planned to begin in May and June 2008, so no 
data is currently available.  The ASMD will be updated when these survey results are 
submitted in October 2008.  However, Botta’s pocket gopher was an incidental capture in 
the pitfall arrays sampled March through April 2008. 
 
Bats 
Anabat recordings totaled 170 recorded detections within the western and central portions 
of the Preserve over the three-day survey period.  Analysis of the sonograms showed that 
the majority of the bat activity included three species: western pipistrelle (Pipistrellus 
Hesperus), pocketed free-tailed bat (Nyctinomops femoroscaccus), and Mexican free-
tailed bat (Tadarida brasiliensis). Considerably fewer recordings were made of the 
echolocation calls of the big free-tailed bat (Nyctinomops macrotis) and the hoary bat 
(Lasiurus cinereus).  These species represent five of approximately 16 species of bats 
known in the South County MSCP and 23 species of bats known to occur in San Diego 
County. 
 
Wildlife Corridors 
The three properties within the Preserve function as a corridor linkage for coastal 
California gnatcatcher from conserved lands to the south of I-8 (Crestridge Conservation 
Bank) to conserved lands to the northeast (lands around El Capitan Reservoir).  
Crestridge Conservation Bank is located southeast of the Preserve across Interstate 8 (I-
8).  This property represents a regionally important habitat linkage between the Crest/El 
Cajon areas south of I-8.  El Capitan Preserve located northeast of the Preserve and west 
of El Capitan Reserve connects to the U.S. Forest Service land east of the MSCP area.
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Table 2.  Cultural Sites Subsurface Potential for Resources 

Trinomial or 
Primary # 

Resource Description Subsurface 
Potential 

SDI-5047 Bedrock Milling Feature 
(Western Property) Medium 

SDI-13,726 Prehistoric Bedrock Milling Features, Pottery, 
(Central Property) Medium 

CPLL-01 Prehistoric Bedrock Milling Features, Pottery, 
(Central Property) Medium 

CPLL-03 Prehistoric Isolate Flake 
(Central Property) Low 

CPLL-05 Historic Dairy Foundations 
(Central Property) Low 

CPLL-06 
Standing Historic Structure: The Whitaker House 
Residence, Yard, and Landscaping 
(Central Property) 

Low 

 

5.0 Management Goals, Objectives, & Recommendations 
 
5.1 Definitions of Management Program Terms  
 
Policies and Priorities – DPR has a priority to balance the need to provide appropriate 
passive recreational opportunities while conserving the natural and cultural resources of 
the Preserve.  In establishing goals and objectives for the ASMD, both short-term and 
long-term objectives and their compatibility must be considered.  Furthermore, not all 
uses may be established or maintained within a limited area or with limited resources. 

Element - An element refers to any biological, cultural, public use, or facility 
maintenance program for which goals and objectives have been prepared and presented 
within the ASMD. 

Biological Element - Biological elements consist of species, habitats, or communities for 
which specific management goals and objectives have been developed within the ASMD. 

Cultural Element – Cultural elements consist of precontact and post-contact or historic 
resources for which specific management goals and objectives have been developed 
within the ASMD. 

Public Use/Facility Maintenance Element - Public use elements are any recreational or 
other use programs appropriate to and compatible with the purposes for which this 
property was acquired and describe the maintenance and administrative program which 
helps maintain beneficial management of the area. 
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Biological Goal - A biological goal is the statement of intended results of management 
(based upon the feasibility of maintaining, enhancing or restoring species populations 
and/or habitat). 

Cultural Resource Goal – A cultural resource goal is the statement of intended 
management practices that will assure compliance with federal and state statues and 
Native American concerns. 

Public Use/Facility Maintenance Goal - A public use goal is the statement of the desired 
type and level of public use compatible with the biological element goals previously 
specified within the ASMD. 

Objective - Objectives are statements of the intended results of management actions that 
promote the biological, cultural, public use, or operations/maintenance goals. 

Recommendation – Recommendations are the individual projects or work elements, 
which implement the objective.  Recommendations describe management actions, form 
the basis for day to day management, and are useful in planning operation and 
maintenance budgets.   

It is anticipated that the recommended management actions would be dynamic in nature.  
Applying adaptive management, the effectiveness and appropriateness of recommended 
management actions would be determined through review of objective and goal 
achievement and changes can be made to management actions as needed.  Adaptive 
management techniques depend upon the specific issues impacting the resources.  
Therefore, the techniques herein may be subject to change or revisions when applied. 

5.2 Management Policies and Priorities 
 
San Diego’s expanding population is expected to produce increased demand for outdoor 
recreational opportunities and amenities.  The priority of the ASMD is summarized as 
follows: 
 
• The Preserve shall be managed for its biologic and cultural resource values and for 

its public use benefits.  Where conflicts between resource management and public 
access arise, the biologic and cultural resources should be avoided whenever 
practicable.  If impacts are required, adequate mitigation shall be provided. 

 
• The Preserve was acquired as part of the South County MSCP for the purpose of 

preserving the coastal sage scrub vegetation community on-site that provides habitat 
for CAGN.  As stated above public access to the Preserve should be planned to avoid 
impacts to these sensitive resources.  

 
The ASMD has been divided into three elements: 1) biological resources; 2) cultural 
resources; and 3) public use/facility maintenance, which addresses anticipated potential 
future use demands and the general maintenance of the Preserve.  Most of the 
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recommended management actions relate to both biology and cultural resources.  
Recommendations have been grouped where they appear most suitable. 
 
Monitoring tasks have been narrowed and prioritized, with highest priority given to 
providing information necessary to: ensure long-term persistence of species covered by 
the South County MSCP.  For the purposes of this ASMD, Priority 1 monitoring tasks are 
the highest priority, and Priority 2 monitoring tasks, while important, are a lower priority. 

5.3 Plan Implementation, Enforcement, and Responsibility 
 
The County of San Diego DPR will be responsible for the implementation and 
enforcement of the ASMD.  One senior park ranger, one park ranger, and four seasonal 
park rangers are assigned to manage the Preserve and will patrol the Preserve four times a 
month.  The law enforcement activities are assigned to the County’s park rangers who 
will be enforcing San Diego County Code of Regulatory Ordinances Title 4, Division 1, 
Chapter 1 County Parks and Recreation.  In addition, per County Code of Regulatory 
Ordinance Sec 41.111, 41.112, 41.113, all wildlife, plant, historical artifacts, and 
geologic features are protected and are not to be damaged or removed.  Any person who 
violates any provision of Sections 41.111, 41.112, 41.113 is guilty of a misdemeanor as 
provided in Sections 11.116, 11.117, and 11.118 of this Code, punishable by fines 
ranging from $1,000 to $50,000 and imprisonment up to one year, depending on the 
dollar value of the damage done.  Signage will be posted on the Preserve detailing DPR 
ordinances including “Dogs on Leash At All Times” (Section 41.123[c]).    
 
It is expected that many of the management measures, especially the maintenance tasks, 
will be carried out by the rangers who are most familiar with the site and currently access 
the site.  Park ranger patrol should include the following: monitor the condition of the 
trail, clean up trash, and check for off-trail use.  If off-trail use is occurring in an area 
identified as having sensitive resources, the ranger shall work with the County Historian 
and/or County Biologist to assess the potential damage to the resource and develop an 
action plan to prohibit further damage and/or restore the resource integrity. 
 
Note:  The monitoring protocols/requirements for MSCP covered species and habitats 
will be revisited periodically by participants of the MSCP.  This section is subject to 
change based on adoption of updated protocols. 
 
5.3.1 Biological Element 
 
All management and monitoring described below is subject to funding availability which 
is determined in the DPR Annual Budget. 

Habitat Monitoring (Priority 1) 

Goals: 
Maintain at least the baseline acreages of native vegetation communities.   
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Maintain an updated vegetation community map to be used as a tool for adaptive 
management within the Preserve area.  The purpose of the ongoing mapping effort should 
be to document changes in the vegetation communities within the Preserve that could 
affect quality and usage by wildlife.  Vegetation mapping/monitoring should also address 
habitat value for target (i.e., MSCP-covered) species.  The update should be consistent 
with recommendations for regional vegetation monitoring. 
 
Meet the biological monitoring requirements of the MSCP. 

Tasks:  
• The County will prepare a habitat monitoring report every five years unless 

otherwise required due to temporary habitat changes (Ogden 1996).  MSCP 
biological monitoring should also address habitat value.  Vegetation monitoring 
for habitat value should be designed to identify adverse changes in the vegetation 
over time (Ogden 1996).  The monitoring report will contain an updated 
vegetation map. 

 
• The ASMD incorporates by reference the Biological Monitoring Plan for the 

Multiple Species Conservation Program (Ogden 1996) Sections 3.4.1.2 through 
3.4.3.  These sections address the following; Sampling Sites, Permanent Point 
Locations, Digital Orthophotography, Vegetation Map Refinements for 
Monitoring Plots, Photodocumentation for Monitoring Plots, Habitat Value 
Monitoring in the Field, Quantitative Monitoring, Qualitative Monitoring, Data 
Collection, Data Analysis, Schedule, and Products.  Vegetation monitoring 
should, at a minimum meet the requirements set forth within these sections, but 
may exceed those requirements if there is a clear benefit to additional monitoring 
and funding is available. 

 
• The habitat monitoring should be done by qualified professional personnel with 

experience assessing and/or monitoring local habitats particularly the coastal sage 
scrub community. 

Habitat Restoration (Priority 1) 

Goals: 
Restore degraded habitats and protect and enhance populations of rare plant species 
through stabilization of eroded lands and strategic revegetation.  In addition, manage the 
Preserve for the benefit of sensitive species and MSCP covered species without 
substantive efforts to alter or restrict the natural course of habitat development and 
dynamics. 
 
Tasks: 

• Restoration could include passive revegetation of redundant informal pathways 
throughout the three properties.  Once appropriate management decisions and 
actions have been completed, a permanent trail system will be opened on all three 
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properties and the redundant informal pathways will be identified and allowed for 
passive restoration. 

  
• The success of this passive restoration should be monitored by DPR staff every 

five years for reestablishment of coastal sage scrub and maritime succulent scrub 
dominant plant species.    

Non-native Invasive Species Control (Priority 1) 

Goals: 
Reduce and control non-native invasive floral and fauna known to be detrimental to 
native species and/or the local ecosystem. 
 
Tasks: 
Invasive non-native plant species of concern within the Preserve include tree-of-heaven, 
African fountain grass, and spiny emex.  These species are considered “moderate” alert 
species by Cal-IPC and have never been treated with herbicides. 
 

• Annually treat all occurrences of invasive non-native plant species of concern 
within the Preserve.  Treatment types and timing of removal efforts should be 
recommended by a licensed weed removal specialist.  Removal of invasive non-
native plant species is dependent on the DPR Annual Budget. 

Wildlife Corridors (Priority 2) 

Goals: 
Provide protection for local wildlife movement corridors to ensure corridor functionality 
and support of daily and seasonal wildlife movements. 

Tasks:  
• Mammals are quite sensitive to the presence of humans and human-associated 

animals, use of the Preserve should be controlled to minimize such impacts.  
Preventing off-trail use by both the public and their pets and horses, should be a 
high priority. 

 
• The ASMD incorporates by reference the Biological Monitoring Plan for the 

Multiple Species Conservation Program (Ogden 1996) Corridor Monitoring 
Sections 4.1 through 4.3.  These sections address the following; Methodology, 
Schedule, and Products.  Wildlife corridor monitoring should, at a minimum meet 
the requirements set forth within these sections, but may exceed those 
requirements if there is a clear benefit to additional monitoring and funding is 
available. 
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5.3.2 Species-specific Management (MSCP Covered) 

Goals: 
Provide for appropriate biological monitoring and research to determine, direct, and 
refine habitat or species-specific management activities. 
 
Note: All management and monitoring described below is subject to funding availability 
which is determined in the DPR Annual Budget.   

Tasks: (Priority 1) 
• As part of the MSCP monitoring, climatic data are to be collected throughout the 

County.  These data should be used to analyze population trend data obtained 
from monitoring activities (Ogden 1996). 

 
• Not all species occurring within the Preserve are expected to require species-

specific management.  It is expected, rather, that the other management 
recommendations under the Biological Element should be sufficient to protect and 
manage optimal habitat conditions for most, if not all, species to maintain and/or 
thrive within Preserve.  There are some species, however, listed as MSCP covered 
species in the County’s Subarea Plan which requires additional management 
measures, particularly if monitoring indicates that the general guidelines are not 
sufficient to maintain acceptable population levels. 

 
• In order to determine whether specific management directives should be 

implemented, quantitative and qualitative monitoring must be performed to 
determine the status of the sensitive species and its habitat.  The County is 
responsible for all monitoring required within the Preserve. 

 
• Before conducting any of the species-specific management directives provided 

below, each action shall be evaluated to ensure that the proposed action would not 
result in adverse impacts to any MSCP-covered or listed species. 

 
Management Directives for MSCP Covered Plant Species 
 
No MSCP covered plant species are found within the Preserve. 
 
Management Directives for MSCP Covered Wildlife Species 
 
Orange-throated whiptail (Cnemidophorus hyperythrus beldingi) 
 
Site Location 
Found in coastal sage scrub community within the Preserve. 

 
Vegetation Community 
Coastal sage scrub 
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MSCP Monitoring Conditions (per Biological Monitoring Plan for the Multiple 
Species Conservation Program [Ogden 1996]): 
 
Pit-fall trap arrays shall be used as follows:   
 
A minimum of five arrays will be installed at each monitoring site, with a maximum 
array density of one array per 20 acres of suitable habitat. Arrays will be constructed and 
installed per the protocol developed by USGS in association with the wildlife agencies.  
 
Monitoring Frequency. Pit-fall trap arrays will be opened for a minimum 5-day interval 
and checked daily. One 10-day sampling period or two 5-day sampling periods will occur 
in May/June, and one 5-day sampling period will occur in August/September. Each site 
will be monitored every other year, with half of the sites monitored in a given monitoring 
year. 
 
Data Collection and Analysis. One biologist and one wildlife technician will check and 
record all information from a monitoring site in four hours (including one hour travel 
time). All data will be collected on standardized forms (Appendix F of the Biological 
Monitoring Plan for the Multiple Species Conservation Program; Ogden 1996) to 
facilitate data transfer to an electronic format. Field data will be analyzed and a report 
prepared that includes the following for each site: (1) list of all reptile species captured or 
observed within 100 ft of each pit-fall trap array; (2) relative abundance of each species; 
(3) species diversity index (e.g., Simpson index or Shannon-Weaver Index); and (4) an 
assessment of any changes to the physical setting or immediate surroundings of each site 
(fires, development, obvious habitat disturbance, etc.). 
 
Coastal California Gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica californica) 

Site Location 
Three pairs found within coastal sage scrub habitat on-site (two pairs on the central 
property and one pair on the western property) 

Vegetation Community 
Coastal sage scrub 

MSCP Monitoring Conditions  (per Table 3-5 of the MSCP) 
Provide measures to reduce edge effects and minimize disturbance during the nesting 
period, fire protection measures to reduce the potential for habitat degradation due to 
unplanned fire, and management measures to maintain or improve habitat quality 
including vegetation structure.  Management measures to maintain or improve habitat 
quality should include passive restoration of redundant informal pathways within the 
Preserve.  No clearing of occupied habitat within the Preserve may occur between March 
1 and August 15 without an incidental take permit. 
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Detailed MSCP Survey Protocol (per Biological Monitoring Plan for the Multiple 
Species Conservation Program [Ogden 1996]): 
 
Survey Frequency. CAGN are difficult to detect and can easily be missed with just one 
site visit.  At a minimum, a given area within a monitoring plot (as described in 
Biological Monitoring Plan for the Multiple Species Conservation Program; Ogden 
1996) will be surveyed twice with at least a 7-day interval between site visits during 
January through mid-March.  A third site visit to the plot will focus on relatively large 
areas of the plot (i.e. >20 acres) that lack any CAGN sightings after two site visits.  
Survey efforts for each plot will be approximately 30 cumulative field hours.  CAGN 
should be monitored every three years (may be subject to change pending adjustments to 
the MSCP monitoring program). 
 
Time of Day. Surveys will begin with one hour after sunrise and end by noon.  Surveys 
will begin later in the morning when ambient morning temperatures are less that 40 
degrees Fahrenheit. 
 
Areal Coverage of Survey. The calling rate of CAGN is highly variable.  Relatively 
slow, methodical transects through presumptive CAGN habitat are required to maximize 
the potential for detecting CAGN.  Rate of coverage will be 100 acres per person per five 
hours of survey effort.  Surveys are most effective when pairs of biologists survey an area 
together in order to distinguish between pairs and minimize double counting of the same 
pair/individual.  Individuals detected at the plot boundary will be classified as to whether 
the majority of their territory is within the plot boundaries.  Inclusion of marginal 
territories will cause an overestimate of population density and size. 
 
Survey Weather Conditions. CAGN may be more difficult to detect under windy (>10 
mph) and/or cold (<40 degrees Fahrenheit) conditions.  Very hot conditions (>95 degrees 
Fahrenheit) also seem to depress activity.  Surveys will not be conducted under these 
extreme conditions. 
 
Taped Vocalizations. Taped vocalizations will be used on all surveys since there may be 
extensive inter-observer variation in pishing.  Volume of tape players should be similar to 
that of a quiet mew call or contact note produced by a CAGN.  Excessive volume can 
either draw in or scare off birds from their normal territory and thus influence the 
estimate of population size.  Use of the tape should be infrequent in both time and space.  
Allow sufficient time for the birds to repond (e.g., 5-10 minutes) before playing the tape 
again.  Do not induce detected birds to follow the taped call, thereby minimizing potential 
double counting. 
 
Survey Routes. Survey routes through the plot will be systematic so the area is 
completely covered.  Survey routes will be varied relative to time of day between visits.  
A zig-zag pattern that starts from the center of the plot and moves toward the periphery of 
the habitat patch is highly recommended.  Distinct topographical features (e.g., ridgelines 
or major trails) often form the boundaries between CAGN territories.  Note the location 
of territorial behavior if observed. 
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Detailed Recording of Sighting Information. CAGN sightings will be recorded on a 
standard field data form (Appendix F of the Biological Monitoring Plan for the Multiple 
Species Conservation Program; Ogden 1996), as well as on a standard field topographic 
map of the plot (e.g., the orthophotographic base maps discussed in Section 3.4.1.4 of the 
Biological Monitoring Plan for the Multiple Species Conservation Program; Ogden 
1996).  Information to be recorded for each sighting will include the following: 
 

• Date and start/stop time of sighting 
• Sex and age of individual(s) 
• Are any of the birds detected color banded? – record the color code 
• Habitat type, dominant plant species, and vegetative condition (i.e., extent of 

disturbance) 
• Is the sighting a single bird, a pair, or family group? 
• Is there any evidence of breeding activity (e.g., nesting behavior)? 
• Are there any other sensitive coastal sage scrub species in the vicinity of the 

sighting? 
 
The ASMD will be updated with the number of CAGN detected when biological surveys 
are completed in October 2008.  The results of the surveys described above will be 
utilized to determine management of CAGN within the Preserve if a decline in the 
number of CAGN is determined.  These management actions could include the 
following: 
 

• Seasonal re-routing of permanent trail system to reduce impacts to known 
breeding territories of CAGN on the Preserve during breeding season (March 1 – 
August 15). 

 
• Specific measures to protect against edge effects to this species could include 

educating the public of the potential harm from feral cats and unleashed pets. 
 
Coastal Cactus Wren (Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus couesi) 
 
Site Location 
Coastal sage scrub on Preserve containing cactus patches 
 
Vegetation Community 
Coastal sage scrub containing cactus patches 
 
MSCP Monitoring Conditions  
Provide measures to restore maritime succulent scrub habitat, including propagation of 
cactus patches, active/adaptive management of cactus wren habitat, monitoring of 
populations within the Preserve, and specific measures to reduce or eliminate detrimental 
edge effects.  No clearing of occupied habitat may occur from the period February 15 
through August 15 without an incidental take permit. 
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The detailed MSCP survey protocol for coastal cactus wren is the same as for CAGN 
above. 
 
The baseline biological surveys of the Preserve did not include determining the 
population of coastal cactus wren.  Management actions for maintaining the presence of 
coastal cactus wren on the Preserve should include the following: 
 

• Seasonal re-routing of permanent trail system to reduce impacts to known patches 
of coast prickly pair on the Preserve during coastal cactus wren breeding season 
(February 15 – August 15). 

 
• Specific measures to protect against edge effects to this species could include 

educating the public of the potential harm from feral cats and unleashed pets. 
 
Rufous-crowned sparrow (Aimophila ruficeps canescens) 
 
Site Location 
Widespread in coastal sage scrub on Preserve 
 
Vegetation Community 
Coastal sage scrub 
 
MSCP Monitoring Conditions (per Table 3-5 of the MSCP) 
Habitat based.  Management directives must include maintenance of dynamic processes, 
such as fire, to perpetuate some open phases of coastal sage scrub vegetation 
communities. 

5.3.3 Biological Management and Enhancement 
 
The following management recommendations were derived from the baseline survey 
report for the Preserve (Appendix B).  These recommendations are not considered an 
MSCP requirement as the species are not covered under the Program.  Below are a 
discussion of each management and monitoring goal and a description of how to achieve 
the goal.  All management and monitoring described below is subject to funding 
availability which is determined in the DPR Annual Budget.   
 
Goal: Preserve and manage lands to the benefit of the fauna reflected in the natural 

communities occurring within the Preserve. 
 
Butterflies 
Goal:  Maintain high quality habitat for butterflies 
 
Tasks:  (Priority 2) 

• Butterflies are known to exhibit “hilltopping” behavior.  This behavior was 
observed on the Preserve at various rock outcrops on hilltops at high points on the 
hills.  Planned trails and public vistas should not be installed, or should be 
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installed with minimal disturbance, on the highest points of hilltops within the 
Preserve. 

 
• Monitoring shall be performed by park rangers during their weekly visits to 

confirm damage is not occurring due to rock climbing, collecting, or vandalism. 
 
Herpetofauna 
Goal:  Maintain high quality habitat for herpetofauna. 

Tasks:  Priority 2 
Many of the reptiles, most notably granite night lizard, are dependent on the rock features 
of the Preserve.  These features are vulnerable to disturbance and damage by rock 
climbing, as well as those who would damage the exfoliating rock would potentially 
result in loss of important microhabitat features.   

• Monitoring shall be performed by park rangers during their weekly visits to 
confirm damage is not occurring due to rock climbing, collecting, or vandalism. 

The Preserve supports several special-status herpetofauna species that will likely be 
encountered by the public on the roads and trails and off trail in the natural communities. 
 

• Signs should be posted in a kiosk at the staging area to inform park users to stay 
on trails and to avoid wildlife when encounters occur in order to reduce negative 
effects on special-status reptiles.  It will also be made clear to park users that 
animal collecting is prohibited. 

 
Avifauna 
Goal:  Maintain diverse and healthy populations of avifauna species. 
 
Tasks:  Priority 2 
A total of 30 bird species was documented on the Preserve during the 2008 baseline 
surveys.  The most important features on the Preserve for birds include the coastal sage 
scrub habitat and the drainages.  
 

• Both quantitative and qualitative monitoring of bird populations within the 
Preserve should be performed by qualified personnel.  Quantitative monitoring 
shall include maintaining the avian point counts performed during the baseline 
surveys.  Surveys should be performed at a minimum every three to five years for 
sensitive species to detect changes in bird communities. 

 
Bats 
Goal:  Maintain diverse and healthy populations of bat species.   
 
Tasks:  Priority 2 

• Bats, especially the western pipistrelle, are dependent on the rock features of the 
Preserve for roosting habitat.  These features are vulnerable to disturbance and 
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damage by rock climbing.  Monitoring shall be performed by park rangers during 
their weekly visits to confirm damage is not occurring due to rock climbing, 
collecting, or vandalism.  Signage should also be installed on trails near rock 
features stating “Sensitive Resources Stay on Trail.”  

 
Small Mammals 
Goal:  Maintain diverse and healthy populations of small mammal species. 
 
Tasks:  Priority 2 

• To maintain diverse and healthy populations of small mammal species found in 
the Preserve, small mammal trapping using a variety of methods including pitfall 
trap arrays and small and large Sherman live traps should be conducted every 
three years.  Trapping will confirm the presence of species detected during the 
baseline biological surveys.   

 
Medium and Large Mammals 
Goal:  Maintain diverse and healthy populations of medium mammal species. 
 
Tasks:  Priority 2 

• To maintain diverse and healthy populations of medium mammal species, access 
to the Preserve will be limited to between sunrise and sunset.  This will allow 
medium size predators to move throughout the Preserve without user interaction 
during times of increased hunting/foraging.
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5.3.4 Cultural Resources Element 
 
Stewardship 
DPR is charged with preserving, managing, and interpreting the archaeological and 
historic resources at the Preserve for the benefit of San Diego County residents.  DPR 
will strive to meet the highest standards for preservation, access, interpretation and 
research established for sites of exceptional significance within the resources available.  
As part of the planning process, the following objectives were established to guide the 
goals and implementation of the ASMDs for the Preserve. 
 
Preservation – DPR will preserve and maintain the cultural resources balancing the need 
for public access with the need to preserve cultural and natural resources. 
 
Access – DPR will employ a wide range of methods and technologies to make the 
Preserves cultural resources more accessible to the public and make it more important to 
the various communities that the site serves.  
 
Education – DPR will inform the public about the cultural resources found at the 
Preserve as a site of national significance and the accomplishments of the Kumeyaay 
Indians, Spanish, Californios, and American ranchers who lived and worked at these 
resources.  DPR will also communicate the importance of preserving the cultural 
resources and will work to foster respect for the Native American cultures that built some 
of these resources and for the spiritual nature of the Preserve for many Native Americans.  
 
Research – DPR will foster research at the Preserve in order to discover and disseminate 
knowledge about the cultures that have lived in this location. 
 
Goal: Identify, record, and assess significance of all cultural resources within the 

Preserve.  
 

Objectives: 
• Assess each known and recorded site for eligibility as a Historical Landmark for 

the County of San Diego. 
• Assess each site for eligibility to the California Register of Historic 

Resources/National Register of Historic Places. 
• Conduct oral histories of the descendants of recent owners to better establish the 

American period history of the Preserve. 
 
Goal: Preserve and protect significant cultural resources and ensure that they are 

available for appropriate uses by present and future generations. 
 
Objectives:  

• No ground disturbing activities are allowed on or in any cultural resource site in 
the Preserve until the impacts have been assessed and mitigation measures 
established. 
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• There are many reasons for preserving the Whitaker House structure as a cultural 
monument.  The Whitaker House is a significant structure for its architectural 
integrity and style as a vernacular residence, as well as its local meaning to the 
citizens of Lakeside and for the possibilities that its open spaces and vistas 
provide. 

• Before any work on the Broersma dairy structures can be conducted, the projects 
should be brought before the County of San Diego Historic Site board for 
discussion. 

• Before any work on the Whitaker House can be conducted, the project should be 
brought before the County of San Diego Historic Site Board for discussion. 

• Before a management recommendation for the Whitaker House is implemented, 
adjacent residents who could be potentially impacted should be notified.  

• Any person or agency conducting research of any kind within the Preserve shall 
obtain a Right of Entry Permit, which outlines the precautions to be taken to 
preserve and protect cultural resources.   

• Educate the public regarding the importance of preservation of significant cultural 
resources. 

Goal: Threats to the cultural resources from natural or human-caused events shall be 
identified and impacts reduced, eliminated, or adverse effects mitigated.  

Objectives: 
• Signs shall be stationed at all trail heads that notify users that sensitive cultural 

resources cannot be damaged. 
• Signs shall be posted throughout the Preserve indicating that removal of any 

archaeological material is prohibited by law. 
• When people are identified who are suspected of vandalism to cultural resources 

the appropriate law enforcement authorities shall be notified. 
• Natural impacts to cultural resources (fire, erosion, floods, etc) shall be identified 

and impacts prevented or mitigated. 
• All trails, staging areas, resident volunteer pads, ranger residences or offices, and 

roads in the Preserve shall avoid impacts to any cultural resources to the 
maximum extent practicable. 

• Safeguards against incompatible land and resource uses shall be identified to 
protect all cultural resources. 

Goal: Consultation with the members of the Lakeside Historical Society shall be 
conducted prior to any proposed changes to the two historic sites.  

Objectives: 
• Lakeside Historical Society shall be encouraged to assist with research and 

management of the two historic sites. 
• Lakeside Historical Society shall be encouraged to work with DPR regarding safe 

and secure use of the Whitaker House. 
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Goal: Consultation with Native American Tribes shall be conducted in order to identify 
appropriate management of precontact and ethnographic cultural resources. 

Objectives: 
• Traditional uses by the tribes shall be encouraged 
• All activities by Native Americans in the Preserve shall be conducted with a Right 

of Entry Permit specifically designed for the Preserve. 
• The tribes shall be encourage to participate in evaluation, recordation, protection 

and preservation of cultural resources 

5.3.5 Public Use/ Facility Maintenance Element   
 
Goal: Provide appropriate recreational opportunities for the public. This plan has 
adopted a philosophy of allowing for these opportunities where the type and magnitude 
of such recreation would not result in substantive short or long-term detriment to the 
biological or cultural resources. 
 
Implement the ASMD in a coordinated manner, manageable within the fiscal resources of 
DPR, and conform to the requirements of the MSCP. 
 
Objective: 

• Develop recreational opportunities that are compatible with the preservation of 
the biological and cultural resources within the Preserve. 

• Provide an overview of the property’s operation and maintenance and establish 
the foundation for future application of management funding. 

• Maintain sufficient access to the Preserve and provide staging areas for 
Emergency Service organizations in the event of a natural disaster to protect 
human lives. 

• Activities allowed within the Preserve must be consistent with this ASMD. 
• Centipedes, scorpions, ants, honey bees, and other venomous invertebrates are 

common within the Preserve.  Ticks are also likely to occur.  In addition, 
rattlesnakes occur within the Preserve and can be found on or near roads and 
trails.  Signs shall be posted to alert park users of their presence, recommending 
avoidance and providing information on what to do in case of a bite or sting.
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Emergency Services Access/Response Planning 

Goal: 
Provide a safe recreational experience for the Preserve visitors. 

Task: 
In the event of a natural disaster such as fire or flood, the ranger and volunteer patrol 
shall evacuate the trail system within the Preserve.  The ranger shall contact the district 
coordinate with the local agency in charge of responding to the emergency and, if 
possible, assist where necessary.  Prepare and implement a Site Emergency Response 
Plan (SERP).  The SERP should be attached to the ASMD as an appendix once finalized.     
 
The following should be addressed in the SERP: 
 

• Description of Preserve 
• Site Contacts 
• Plan Activation 
• Evacuations  
• Site Emergency Response Team 
• Area Emergency Response 
• Emergency Procedures (e.g., Africanized Honey Bees, Earthquake, Evacuation, 

Fire, Light Search and Rescue Guidelines, Medical and First Aid Emergencies) 
 
5.3.6 Fire Management 
 
San Diego County has perhaps the most severe fire weather in the nation, with huge 
shrubland wildfires sometimes driven by hot, dry Santa Ana winds during autumn 
(Keeley and Fotheringham 2001).  Fire plays a strong role in shaping local vegetation 
communities.  Coastal sage scrub is the largest vegetation community within the Preserve 
containing an open canopy with concentrations of grasses and herbaceous species 
occupying the spaces between the shrubs.  This open canopy creates less fuel loading and 
continuity (Westman 1976 and 1982).  These stand characteristics promote more frequent 
ignition, but less intense fire behavior.  Coastal sage is often replaced by annual grassland 
when disturbances are too frequent. 
 
Approximately three acres located in the southern portion of the western property burned 
in 1987.  Potential actions to help reduce and manage fire risk within the Preserve include 
vegetation management and fuel modification. 
 
Goal: 

• Provide for necessary fire suppression activities that are sensitive to natural and 
cultural resources protection. 
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Task: 
If wildland fires occur within the Preserve they must be managed to protect human lives 
and property in adjacent private properties, while minimizing potential impacts to 
biological and cultural resources from fire suppression activities. 
 

• Vegetation management is recommended within the Preserve (all three properties) 
including maintaining a maximum 100-foot fire break from surrounding 
residential communities.  Vegetation should be removed 30 feet from structures 
down to the ground, but not disturbing the root structures and thinned for the 
remaining 70 feet.   

 
• Managed grazing should be considered (e.g., goats) to reduce fuel load and 

increase spatial distance between shrubs preventing fire from spreading quickly 
and burning at high intensity.  The wildlife agencies should be notified if 
managed grazing is considered for fire management.  

 
• Information should be provided within a kiosk located at the trail heads regarding 

wildfires.  Information should include fire ecology of the vegetation within the 
Preserve, the probability of fires during various times of year, the likely direction 
of fire spread during these time periods, and where users should proceed if a fire 
were to ignite. 

 
• Work with the CAL FIRE to develop a Vegetation Management Plan (VMP) that 

will allow environmental documentation for prescribed fires to be conducted 
when needed.  The following will need to be addressed when developing a VMP 
with CAL FIRE or whether DPR writes its own prescription to put fire on the 
ground: 

 
1. General fire management plan for coastal sage scrub and the climate zone. 
2. Biological and management specific objective plans as it relates to fire use 

and suppression in the ASMDs. 
3. A prescription/plan should be limited to items not in existing plans and 

reports. 
4. A prescription/plan should include specific management units and general 

prescriptions. 
5. A prescription/plan or plan should be a working document for personnel 

charged with implementing it. 
6. A prescription/plan must consider the adjacent public and private lands with a 

goal of treating watershed scale areas as a unit. 
7. A prescription/plan should have infrastructure specifics including road widths, 

types, fire hydrant and other water source locations, locked gates with access 
names, age of vegetation in adjacent watersheds, weather station locations, 
etc. 
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8. DPR will need copies of an approved plan that can be utilized in response to a 
wildland fire as the owner/manager to provide fire agency’s incident 
commanders to consult on resource values as affected by fire suppression 
tactics.  Fire personnel familiar with the specific plan may not be always 
available to respond to that particular area in the event of a large scale event 
as such has been seen in the Pines Fire of 2002, the Cedar, Paradise and Otay 
fires of 2003, and the 2007 Harris, Witch-Guajito, Rice, and Poomacha Fires. 

9. The following areas of discussion should be included in a prescription/plan: 
• Jurisdictional boundaries 
• Infrastructure 
• Emergency services 
• Local fire ecology 
• Frequency periods 
• Fire weather 
• Fire fuel distribution 
• Condition class 
• Natural fire/fuel breaks 
• Fire history  
• Ignitions 
• Expected fire behavior 
• Fire spread potential assessment 
• Fire effects assessment 
• Structures/density 
• Wildlife, habitat, plants, ecosystem health, primitive areas 
• Water and watersheds 
• Risks 

o Fuels 
o Severe fire behavior analysis 
o Communities and concentrations of dwellings 
o Mitigation goals 
o Vegetation management/fuel modification projects 
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